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In today's issue:

The Ultimate System Getting Ready for Winter

By Vince Palmere

It may be hard to be-
lieve but cold winter
weather will soon be

upon us.  Now that the summer
heat is over it is a great time to
get outdoors and spend a little
time preparing your home for
those cold months ahead.

The first thing to do is to give your exterior walls a good cleaning.  In
addition to making your home look great, a wash-down with Log Wash will
get rid of the dust, dirt and grime that may be covering those areas that may
need a bit of maintenance.  Freezing weather is especially hard on log exteri-
ors and a little bit of upkeep now may prevent costly repairs next spring.

Once your walls are clean go around your home looking for signs of
worn stain and failing sealant.  If the color of your stain is still bright and
there�s no sign of graying wood, a coat of Lifeline Advance Clear Gloss or
Satin topcoat may be all that you need.

On the other hand if the stain is beginning to look faded or dingy, you
should consider applying another coat of stain and then apply the Lifeline
Advance topcoat.  Don�t forget, the topcoat is an integral part of the system
and will help protect your home and extend the life of your stain.

While you are at it look for any new checks that may have opened up,
especially on the top half of round logs where water can enter.  We recently
improved the ease of applying Check Mate by making it more user friendly
and packaging it in standard 11-ounce caulk tubes.

Check Mate comes in a variety of colors and is the perfect solution for
closing up those potentially damaging checks. (See an example of applying
Check Mate on pages 2-3.)

(Continue on page 2)

In May of this year we intro-
duced our revolutionary new system
Lifeline Ultra-2 stain and Lifeline
Advance clear topcoat. The initial
customer feedback on these products
has been wonderful and we want to
show-off the great results.

If you have used these new
products on your log home, please
send us pictures and we may feature
your home in an upcoming newsletter
or on our website. Send your digital
photos to nadia@permachink.com.

At Perma-Chink Systems we
highly value the feedback of our
customers. It is what fuels our
dedicated efforts continue to provide
log home owners with the best
products available anywhere. Thank
You!

;
;
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!!!!!     Make Your Log Home Winter-Proof

Getting Ready for Winter

Properly sealed joints and gaps go a long way in prevent-
ing cold drafts during the winter months.  Just because you did
a good job sealing up your home a couple of years ago does not
mean you don�t have to check for air or water entry points again.
Log homes are in a constant state of movement and new gaps at
butt joints or between logs will appear every so often.

In these days of rapidly raising fuel prices it is especially
important to keep cold air from entering your home.  Energy
Seal is specifically designed for this purpose.  You can pick a
color that matches your exterior or interior color scheme and
make your home warm and comfortable during the winter in
addition to saving money on your heating bills.

One last thing about getting ready for winter, many log
home owners have fireplaces or wood stoves that they use to
create an attractive atmosphere or as a source of heat.   Typi-
cally fall is the time of year that most people build their inven-
tory of firewood to carry them through the winter.

Here are a few things to keep in mind when storing fire-
wood.  Never store firewood on your porch or deck or right
next to your home.  One thing is for certain, along with the
firewood comes a whole community of insect pests.  Although
some like wood roaches, pill bugs, centipedes and ground beetles
are harmless, infestations of wood boring beetles, termites and
frequently carpenter ants can start from stored firewood piles.

Store your firewood at least two feet away from the side of
your home and keep it off of the ground.  This helps keep the
firewood dry and allows air to circulate throughout the wood-
pile.  When you bring firewood inside only bring in as much as
you plan to burn in a day.  Firewood stored by the fireplace may
look attractive but once the logs warm up and the bugs start to
emerge you may think otherwise.

Log homes and autumn leaves seem to go together.  Enjoy
the season and don�t hesitate to give us a call if you have any
questions about maintaining your log home.

An open check in a rectangular log

Fill check with appropriately sized Backer Rod

Push Backer Rod at least 1/4" into check

(Continued from page 1)
1
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For neatest and cleanest job use masking tape above
and below check

Fill check to log surface using our new Check Mate in a
standard caulk tube

Smooth surface with a tool or wet finger

Remove masking tape while Check Mate is still wet

Check Mate will appear white when first applied

Check Mate will darken to the labeled color as it cures

(Continued from page 2)
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!!!!!      Log Wash™ for Exterior Walls

Maintenance Log Home Cleaning

By Sean Gahan

Periodically cleaning your ex-
terior log walls is an impor-
tant step in maintaining the

appearance and durability of your finish.
The exterior surfaces of your home are a
settling ground for dust, pollen, dirt and
other foreign matter that dull the surface
of the finish and harbors mold growth.
A light cleaning once or twice a year
keeps your home looking beautiful and
helps prolong the life of your exterior
finish.

So, what tools do you need?  Not
many.  A garden hose equipped with a
spray nozzle, a pump up garden sprayer
and a long handled, soft bristle brush or
broom is all that required.  The next ques-
tion is what cleaner are you going to use?

The objective in cleaning your fin-
ished logs is to remove dirt, grime, pol-
len, and surface mold and mildew from
the surface.  In order to accomplish this,
cleaners come in a variety of formula-
tions, some of which work better than
others for performing a specific task.

Soaps and detergents do a good job
in removing dirt and grime but do little
to remove biological organisms (i.e.
mold and mildew).  Many people elect
to use industrial and household cleaners
(i.e. household bleach) for cleaning their
homes.

Bleach is an effective in sterilizing
and removing mold and mildew; how-
ever, many household and industrial
cleaners are either strong organic sol-
vents or highly alkaline and/or corrosive
with a pH above12.

These types of cleaners can have
detrimental effects on existing finishes,
especially if they are left on the surface
of the finish too long or if they are ap-
plied at a concentration greater than rec-
ommended.

Although the damage might not be
visibly evident at the time, the use of
these cleaners can reduce the longevity
of the finish by increasing the rate of ero-
sion.

If you insist on using these type
cleaners be sure to follow the directions
for use on the label.  With these facts in
mind, we at Perma-Chink Systems have
a cleaner that would perform all of the
functions of a typical cleaner without dis-
rupting the look or performance of our
finishes.

Perma-Chink Systems� Log Wash is
an acidic (phosphoric acid) liquid con-
centrate, maintenance cleaner for exist-
ing stained surfaces.  This cleaner re-
moves dirt, grime, pollen, and surface
mold and mildew without harming the
existing finish as long as the finish is in
good condition.

Just add one (1) cup of Log Wash
concentrate to one (1) gallon of water
(warm water preferred) and stir.

Apply the diluted Log Wash solution
to the logs with a pump-up sprayer start-
ing at the bottom of the wall and work
your way up.  Work only an area big
enough so that the cleaning solution is
on the wall for about 10 to 15 minutes.

Rinse thoroughly with a garden hose
(a pressure washer is NOT recom-
mended) from top to bottom.

Remember, wash from the bottom
up, rinse from the top down.  This will
help prevent blotches and drip marks.
Each gallon of diluted Log Wash solu-
tion will clean 150 to 200 square feet of
wall area.  Log Wash concentrate is avail-
able in one (1) gallon containers.

 Once your home is clean and dry
it�s a good time to do a thorough inspec-
tion of your finish.  If a light cleaning
has removed sections of stain it may be
time to consider a maintenance coat of
stain.  If there are areas where the wood
is gray or discolored, perhaps it is time
to remove what remains of the existing
finish and start over again.  We�ll address
what�s involved in preparing your logs
for a new coat of stain in a future article.

A FEW KEY POINTS:
! A periodic gentle cleaning will

help extend the life of your finish.

! Never mix any product contain-
ing ammonia with bleach.

! Clean from the bottom up, rinse
from the top down.

! Thoroughly rinse any cleaner
off the wood.
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All the Way from Norway!
Tronn Roang and his son Ingvar attended the Perma-Chink

Systems workshop this June in Redmond, Washington.  Trong
and Invar own and operate a masonry company in Norway
and own a vacation log home. They are interested in becom-
ing our distributor in Norway.

Left to right: Ingvar and Tronn Roang with Dan Kavran,
Perma-Chink System's Redmond WA Sales Manager.

The Perma-Chink salesman drove his car into a ditch
in a desolated area. Luckily, a local farmer came to help
with his big strong horse named Buddy.
He hitched Buddy up to the car and yelled, �Pull, Nellie,
pull.� Buddy didn�t move.
Then the farmer hollered, �Pull, Buster, pull.� Buddy didn�t
respond.
Once more the farmer commanded, �Pull, Jennie, pull.�
Nothing.
Then the farmer nonchalantly said, �Pull, Buddy, pull.� And
the horse easily dragged the car out of the ditch.

The motorist was most appreciative and very curious. He
asked the farmer why he called his horse by the wrong
name three times.

The farmer said, �Oh, Buddy is blind, and if he thought he
was the only one pulling, he wouldn�t even try!�

It's All AboutIt's All AboutIt's All AboutIt's All AboutIt's All About

INKOM Co. has received a Certificate of
Recognition from the Russian Government for
introducing Perma-Chink Systems environmen-
tally friendly products  to the Russian market.

INKOM Co., based in Vladivostok, is a
leading manufacturer and supplier of log homes
in Russia and distributes Perma-Chink Systems
products.  All PCS products are manufactured
in the USA and are Environmentally Friendly!

Inkom's Russian Certificate of Recognition

From Russia with Love!

Congratulations INKOM!

E-mail your questions to
techservice@permachink.com

Teamwork!Teamwork!Teamwork!Teamwork!Teamwork!
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If you would like a referral to an experienced contractor to perform an inspection or to help you
with your log home project, contact your nearest Perma-Chink Systems, Inc. location.

Carpenter Bee Survey Results
By Vince Palmere

In the last edition of our newsletter we requested infor-
mation about the effect of our gloss topcoat on reduc-
ing carpenter bee activity.  Out of over 20 responses

by letter, phone and e-mail only two reported any penetration of
the gloss topcoat by carpenter bees.  One home went from 20 to
30 holes the previous year down to 2 this past year and the other
went from over 20 holes to 4 holes.  This confirms our suspi-
cion that the Lifeline Advance Gloss Exterior Topcoat appears
to provide a finish to the wood that carpenter bees do not find
very attractive.  That is not saying that the gloss finish repels
carpenter bees.  It does not.  In fact most people reported the
continued presence of carpenter bees buzzing around their home
looking for a place to drill.  Although bees would occasionally
land on the gloss topcoat, they just did not drill through it.

So what is going on?  First and foremost, the Lifeline Ad-
vance Gloss topcoat is not a pesticide nor does it have any pes-
ticidal properties.  It appears to form a coating on the surface of
the wood that carpenter bees are reluctant to drill through.  Why?
It could be the glossy look or the hard, slick finish.  At this point
we just don�t know.  Our new Lifeline Advance Satin topcoat
has the same polymer base as Lifeline Advance Gloss but since
it has been out for less than a year we don�t yet know what
effect is has on carpenter bee activity.

In addition to the responses relating to our gloss topcoat
we had a number of people who passed along some of their
experiences with carpenter bees or wanted to know how best to

control them.  Several people told us that although they sprayed
a pesticide into the holes, carpenter bees later emerged, in some
cases even after the holes were plugged.  How can this happen?

If we take a look at a cross section diagram of a carpenter
bee gallery (Figure 1) we can see how.  After drilling out a four
to five inch long gallery, the female carpenter bee lays an egg
in back of the gallery then places a plug of pollen she has gath-
ered to form a chamber (A).  She continues doing this until
there are four to six egg chambers in place.  After a few days
the egg hatches and a small white grub emerges (B).  The grub
feeds on the pollen plug for a few weeks (C) until it is ready to
pupate (D) and change into an adult bee (E).

If you look at the way the gallery is constructed you can
see why spraying a pesticide in the hole may not kill all of the
developing bee larvae.  The pollen plugs prevent the pesticide
from getting to the rear chambers.  So before you spray any
pesticide into a carpenter bee hole be sure to run a stiff wire all
the way to the back of the gallery to break through any pollen
plugs.  That way all of the larval chambers will be exposed to
the pesticide.

Thanks to everyone who responded to our request for in-
formation and as we discover more information about carpen-
ter bees we�ll pass it along in future newsletters.
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Company Stores

Washington/Western Division
Redmond, WA 98052

(425) 885-6050
1-800-548-1231

Tennessee/Eastern Division
Knoxville, TN 37914

(865) 524-7343
1-800-548-3554

Tennessee New Branch
Sevierville, TN  37862

(865) 774-3307
Minnesota Branch

Rice, MN 56367
(320) 393-3088
1-877-244-6548

Colorado Branch
Rifle, CO 81650
(970) 625-1966
1-800-433-8781

Montana Branch
Stevensville, MT 59870

(406) 642-3544
1-800-479-7090

www.permachink.com

Stocking Distributors
Canadian Log Home Supply,
Central & Eastern Canada

1-800-746-7773
www.canadianloghomesupply.com

Hess Log Home Supplies,
Pennsylvania
1-800-257-4864

www.hessloghomesupplies.com

Log Home Center,
Indiana

1-800-773-6223
www.loghomecenter.com

Steels Industrial Products, Ltd.,
Western Canada

1-877-846-7502
www.steels.com

Timeless Wood Care Products,
Michigan

1-800-564-2987
www.timelesswoodcare.com
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When Only the Best Will Do...
By Ken Bateson

What you see pictured below is Perma-Chink Systems new
product identification plaque. It is made of cast aluminum
and finished with a beautiful and durable bronze and black

coating. It features our company logo, website address and date.

The purpose of the plaque is to proudly display the fact that the highest
quality finish has been applied to the structure. In other words, on occasion,
someone seeing such a beautiful and durable finish will wonder what prod-
ucts were applied to achieve such a high quality result.

The origins of labels, plaques, logos, brands, uniforms, flags, tags, in-
signias, trademarks and colors harkens back to the earliest days of warfare. It
was not uncommon before the age of military uniforms and heraldry to put
someone to the sword or mace without knowing what side the combatant was
on. And soon, it came to pass that awareness and recognition of identity was
in everyone�s best interest during a life or death struggle.

Since literacy was the exclusive domain of the aristocracy, a quick means
of identification by the common uneducated man was needed that didn�t re-
quire the ability to read. Hence, flags on ships and colors on race horses. On
the other hand, some objects didn�t lend themselves to flags and uniforms.
So brands, yes as in branding of free range cattle, presented a quick graphic
means of identification. This of course led to other graphic techniques such
as trade marks, logos, insignias, tags, labels and plaques.

The purpose of the Perma-Chink Systems plaque is to identify our fin-
ishes on all the model homes we have provided for log home manufacturers
and dealers. You may have the opportunity to examine the application of a
color you have been considering on a model nearby. If so, take a close look
for the Perma-Chink Systems plaque to be sure you are evaluating the best
exterior finish available to you today. Although intended for commercial use,
Perma-Chink Systems plaques are available to discriminating home owners
that wish to show their pride when only the best will do.
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17635 NE 67th Ct.
Redmond, WA 98052

www.permachink.com
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order on line at:

FREE
Application Workshops/Seminars

October 15 - Sevierville, Tennessee

November 5 - Redmond, Washington

November 5 - Stevensville, Montana

November 19 - Rifle, Colorado
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Fall  2005:
September 16-18 St. Paul, Minnesota

September 23-25 Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Sept 30-Oct 2 Denver, Colorado

Sept 30-Oct 2 Ontario, California

October 7-9 Indianapolis, Indiana

October 14-16 Columbus, Ohio

October 28-30 Chantilly, Virginia

October 28-30 Tacoma, Washington

November 11-13 St. Louis, Missouri

Visit our website for a complete schedule

Free samples of many of our products are available

upon request. Call your nearest Perma-Chink

Systems Store.
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